INTRODUCTION

Let me fully clarify the reasons for this educational textbook. It is primarily intended to serve as a guide to serious students of Scottish culture. The aim is to tell the truth of the Scottish reality. This is crucial as a lot of information surrounding Scottish culture conveys an image of Scotland which is mere caricature. It suggests a one-dimensional view where Scots simply drink whisky, play pipes and are aggressive soldiers. This is not the fault of foreigners. On the contrary, it is we, ourselves alone as  Scots who are largely to blame for this. It was Scots such as Sir Walter Scott, the Society of True Highland Gentlemen and the makers behind Scottish whisky which promoted such stereotypes. It just proved too commercially profitable! Some Scots go as far to argue that the Tourist industry can’t prosper without such a romantic aura. However, this iconography fails to wholly respect Scotland's authentic culture. In fact, it denigrates and degrades Scottish culture. It is arguably the worst kind of prostitution because much of it is based on a crude commercial scam. It represents one of the most successful frauds in commercial history.

However, it is no sin to be a hopeless romantic. Without totally killing the magic of Scotland it is still possible not to ignore the full tragedy of Scottish history.

Isn't it time we fully rediscovered an iconography which does far more justice to Scottish culture? What I wish to show is that there is an unknown Scotland which is much more fascinating and deeper than people realize. Scottish culture is not straightforward but infinitely complex and sophisticated. There is a lot more to the Scottish soul than inauthentic third rate Tartan image. Scotland is famous for her stories, science and old and latter day writers. This remains a country of poets and philosophers. If in the past we had David Hume and Adam Smith we also have a largely unknown philosopher called Alistair Macintyre.

This book is not only polemic. It offers students useful information on the geography, landscape, customs, culture and clans as well as the history of Scotland (as well as England). Though the book is predominantly about Scotland it will be of use to school students doing conversational topics on Britain. So although I emphasize Scotland I don't totally exclude England.

The book has chapters on what Scots eat and drink, whisky and the mentality of Scots is explored in some detail. The dark side of Scottish culture is not overlooked or played down.  Therefore the book has chapters on the era of the witch-hunts, the Reformation and the tragedy of the civil war and the Highland clearances. Exploring Scotland can lead to some astonishing facts. Readers of the Russian writer Mikhail Bulgakov, author of the prose masterpiece ‘The Master and Margarita’ might be interested to know that Pontius Pilate, the son of a Roman soldier, was born in a Scottish village at Fortingall! Did Bulgakov even know this? Why is it that just west of the village of Dunning, the words ‘Maggie Wall: burnt here, 1657’, is scrawled on her memorial every year? Despite the fact that poor Maggie Wall was burnt as a ‘witch’ over 300 years ago the local people have not forgotten her. Memories die hard in Scotland! One can be forgiven for believing history has just happened rather than a distant event.

The booklet attempts to explain the nature of clans and the enigmatic kilt. What interests me is why Scotland's image came to be redefined in terms of relatively new symbols such as Tartan, whisky and the kilt. From where did the stereotyped reputation of the Scots as mean, brave and dour come from? Is there any truth in it? Why did Scottish Gaelic decline?

At this moment of time there may well be a Scottish renaissance or a flowering of Scottish literature. Never has there been so many new poets or writers. The same may equally be said of England. Of course this claim of a renaissance is simply asking for trouble. It is too early to say! However, there is undoubtedly something special happening in both Scotland and England. Maybe the Scots are overcoming their deep inferiority complex and becoming much more self-confident. Instead of being ashamed of their language, they are now proudly expressing themselves in it.

The booklet also consists of useful quizzes and English lesson plans which teachers of English may find useful.

This booklet is also an invitation and an appeal to Russians to help the Scots preserve Scottish Gaelic. This is why there is a chapter on Scottish Gaelic where the students have an opportunity to learn about a dozen useful phrases. If the student genuinely wants to learn more he or she should get in touch with the Gaelic Society of Moscow which has a website in operation: www.gaelic.ru 
We will offer active support to anyone seriously seeking to learn our language. Either we learn  Scottish Gaelic now or it dies ! There are free classes and study groups on Scottish Gaelic in Moscow. In fact, you can start learning the language now with this phrase SLAINTE MHOR MO CHARAID (Slandge vo-or mo kharradge) .This translates  into English as ‘Great health, my friend’. Incidentally, the word ‘caraid’ can mean both a member of a family and a friend. It is high time the Scots extended their family further!

